
Steps to Orchard Insect Pest Management 
by Dick Tilbury 

 
     After supposedly taking steps to control the infestation of a specific insect pest, have you still been surprised 
and frustrated by the subsequent level of fruit damage? Welcome to the club, e.g., evidence the many reports of 
severe codling moth damage in 2014. Maybe it’s time to review the following steps to pest management. 
 
Know Your Enemy: 
 
     Re-educate yourself on the life cycle and number of generations per year of the pest you are concerned with. 
An excellent source for this education is the online version of the WSU Orchard Pest Management book 
(http://jenny.tfrec.wsu.edu/opm). 
 
     Please note that some of the individual pest sections have a Photo Gallery reference at the end. These are 
generally excellent photos for insect life cycle and fruit damage assessment. If no photo gallery reference is 
included, you can do a Goggle Image search for photos. 
 
Timing: 
 
     Timing is critical when it comres to pest control options. Pheremone or bait traps as a rule are not complete 
pest control options, but they are an excellent monitoring tool to tell you when your enemy is present and its 
approximate population density. This information is critical in the timing of pesticide application. 
 
     Another timing tool is degree day monitoring. See the WSU Orchard Pest Management reference above to 
get educated on this subject (see the Codling Moth section). The WSU Ag Weather Networt is comprised of 161 
automated weather stations spread thruout the agricultural areas of the state. Access this network online and pick 
the weather station site nearest your orchard for cumulative degree day (50° F base) information or learn to 
compile it yourself. Another reference is http://pnwpest.org/cgi-bin/ddmodel.us.  
 
Control Action: 
 
     There are two excellent WSU websites for cultural and chemical controls. See 
http://hortsense.cahnrs.wsu.edu/ for tree fruit and small fruit control options. All chemical control options have 
been screened for general public use. See http://pestsense.cahnrs.wsu.edu/ for nuisance indoor pests such as the 
newly arrived brown marmorated stink bug. 
 
General: 
 
     Use integrated pest management (IPM) techniques for control. Avoid use of general purpose (broad 
spectrum) insecticides. Protect our bee pollinators by waiting till late in the day to spray when bees are not 
present. 
 
     Record your pest control actions and the results. Visually inspect your plantings on a frequent basis. Record 
any unusual events or thoughts about technique improvements. 
 
     Keep up to date on your pest control education. Exchange information with fellow fruit club members and 
other backyard orchardists. Attend lectures on pest control. 
 
Above all try to make your actions enjoyable, not stressful. 
 

Happy Gardening 
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